
 
 

 

	
Water	Types	and	BMPs	

	
Main	Goals	
Avoid	discharges	to	the	environment	–	if	there	is	any	way	to	be	‘closed-loop’	–	go	for	it!	
Keep	clean	water	clean	–	keep	roof	water	separate	from	all	other	water	supplies	or	types	
	
Water	Types	

1. Nutrient	rich	water	–	includes	fertilizer/irrigation	water,	and	can	include	subsurface	drain	
water	(i.e.	tile)	and	planting	line	or	table	wash	water	depending	on	your	practices	

2. Stormwater	–	includes	roof	water,	fresh	cistern	supply,	or	pond	water.	Loading	dock	and	
parking	lot	water	are	also	stormwater,	but	can	be	contaminated,	so	need	to	be	considered	
separately	from	roof	water	or	other	‘clean’	supplies.	

3. Low	nutrient	content	water	–	includes	floor	drain	water,	boiler	flue	condensate,	cut	flower	pail	
water,	whitewash	removal	residues,	planting	line,	filter	backwash,	etc.	(i.e.	any	other	water	
that	is	generated	by	your	operation)	

4. Domestic	water	–	includes	waters	from	washrooms,	sinks,	etc.	
	
Best	Management	Practices	(BMPs)	

1. Keep	clean	water	clean	
2. Aim	for	closed-loop	systems	where	possible	
3. Any	water	that	is	generated	in	your	greenhouse	that	discharges	to	the	environment	(a	

watercourse,	on	land)	requires	a	permit	from	the	MOECC	
4. See	FCO’s	website	for	upcoming	BMP	videos!	

	
	
Disclaimer:	This	report	is	provided	for	informational	purposes	only.	The	information	contained	in	it	represents	the	current	
view	and	opinion	of	Jeanine	West	on	the	issues	discussed	as	of	the	date	of	this	report.	Because	conditions	and	legislation	
change,	these	documents	should	not	be	interpreted	as	guaranteeing	the	accuracy	of	any	information	presented	after	the	
date	of	this	report.	Information	provided	in	this	report	is	provided	"as	is"	without	warranty	of	any	kind,	either	express	or	
implied,	including	but	not	limited	to	the	implied	warranties	of	merchantability,	fitness	for	a	particular	purpose	or	freedom	
from	infringement.	The	user	assumes	the	entire	risk	as	to	the	accuracy	and	the	use	of	this	report.	Neither	Jeanine	West	nor	
Flowers	Canada	(Ontario)	Inc.	shall	be	responsible	for	any	direct,	indirect,	special,	incidental	or	consequential	damage	or	
any	other	damages	whatsoever	and	howsoever	caused,	arising	out	of	or	in	connection	with	the	use	of	this	report	or	in	
reliance	on	the	information	contained	in	it,	including	any	loss	of	use,	lost	business	profits,	business	interruption,	personal	
injury	or	any	other	pecuniary	loss,	whether	the	action	is	in	contract,	tort	(including	negligence)	or	other	tortious	action.	
	
	


